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Minutes of the MEETING OF THE GPP ADVISORY GROUP 

Date: 10-11 May 2012 

Beschaffungsamt des Bundesministerium des Innern, Bonn, Germany 
 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 
 
The draft agenda was adopted. 
 
2. Discussions on the draft GPP criteria for sanitary tapware and for imaging 
equipment and on the possible GPP criteria areas for office buildings. 
 
For the first time, AG Members were given the opportunity to provide their views on the 
product criteria that are currently under development. Colleagues working on the 
relevant criteria from the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and DG ENV joined through a 
phone/video link.  
 
Sanitary tapware: This was the most advanced set of criteria, submitted for final 
discussion with the AG. JRC presented the criteria (see presentation). AG Members 
raised questions, among others issues, on the potential to reduce environmental impacts, 
the treatment of hazardous chemicals and the need for consistency with other product 
groups. DG ENV illustrated with figures the potential for large scale water and energy 
savings.  JRC and DG ENV also explained that the "low-key" approach taken on 
chemicals was based on the intention to focus on the main environmental impacts and to 
keep the burden of implementation reasonable. About half of the present Member States 
indicated that they would recommend including these criteria in their respective National 
Action Plans.  
 
Imaging equipment: JRC presented the criteria (see presentation) which will only be 
finalised after the details of the Energy Star 2.0 version will have been decided (currently 
expected for September 2012, delays however possible). AG members provided some 
remarks about detailed technical elements (e.g. recycled content, cartridges, energy 
efficiency, paper use), but it was decided that the best way forward would be to provide 
further comments in a written format.  
 
Office buildings: JRC presented only a concept paper as this set of criteria is still very 
much under discussion. The UK questioned the need for GPP criteria because of the 
existence of BREEAM, HQE, etc. The Netherlands asked DG ENV what would become 
of the EU GPP 2008 Construction criteria once the office building criteria were adopted.   
 
A general discussion followed on what would be the appropriate way for the AG to get 
involved in the development of product criteria. Most Members agreed that the GPP AG 
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was not the right place to discuss criteria in detail. Instead this work should be done in 
the framework of the Ad Hoc Working Groups with the involvement of GPP experts. The 
AG should rather focus on general, cross cutting issues. 
 
The UK and the Netherlands also voiced their concern about certain aspects of the 
criteria development process, such as the lack of transparency and traceability of MS 
comments.  
 
In this context there was also a discussion on how the AG should express its view on the 
criteria. Some countries were favouring a vote, although a vote could not be binding for 
procedural reasons. The issue of voting will be addressed at the next AG meeting. 
 
3. Presentation of the activities of the German Public Procurement Office 
 
Mr Biber gave a presentation about the structure and activities of the German Public 
Procurement Office. (See attached presentation for details.) 
 
4. Information on UNEP activities and looking for GPP examples 
Mr Yaker from UNEP drew the attention of Members to the Rio + 20 conference which 
in general is receiving little attention at the moment. He mentioned that UNEP will 
organise a workshop on SPP and that it is starting a new Sustainable Public Procurement 
Initiative and encouraged participation in it. 
Mr Hidson asked Member States to provide best practice examples that could be used for 
the GPP News Alert. 
 
 
5. Information on the legislative progress on the modernisation of the Public 
procurement Directives and the Energy Efficiency Directive 
 
DG ENV explained that the proposal for the modernised public procurement 
directives that was adopted by the Commission on 20 December, is currently under 
discussion at the European Parliament and in the Council. The Commission proposal 
contains only modest changes on GPP aspects touching upon issues such as the 
application of life-cycle costing, the use of ecolabels etc. The adoption of the Directive is 
foreseen by the end of the year. More information and the draft texts are available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/modernising_rules/reform_propos
als_en.htm 
 
The draft Energy Efficiency Directive that had been proposed by the Commission in 
June 2011 is currently debated between the co-legislators but positions are rather far 
apart. The relevant EP Committee voted in March. The level of ambition from the side of 
the Council seems to be lower than of the Commission. The proposal is scheduled for 
adoption during the year 2012. Relevant documents are available at: 
 http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/eed/eed_en.htm 
 
6. Information on GPP criteria under development 
 
DG ENV gave on update on the on-going work on criteria development. In January 2012 
the Commission has published nine revised and one new set of criteria. From the 15 
criteria sets that have been sent to the GPP AG for comments in summer 2011, five are 
still under discussion: copying and graphic paper, tissue paper, furniture, mobile phones, 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/modernising_rules/reform_proposals_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/modernising_rules/reform_proposals_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/eed/eed_en.htm
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food and catering. For roads, it has been decided not to publish the updated criteria, but 
to start a new process to see if and how guidance in this field could be given. 
 
Participants discussed the option of developing road criteria. Several members pointed to 
the inherent difficulties associated with this exercise. DG ENV's proposal was to start the 
development of the criteria, to review progress in two months and then decide whether to 
continue or drop the project. The International Road Federation has expressed support for 
this work and offered to be involved, but also warned about the perceived difficulties.  
 
Participants were also updated on the on-going work by the Swedish Environmental 
Management Council on the development of criteria for electrical and electronic 
equipment in the health sector (see presentation). Detailed drafts are expected by June 
2012 and an adoption is foreseen by September 2013. DG ENV, with the agreement of 
the UK authorities, is also looking at the option to make the DEFRA LCC tool on 
medical devices available for common use. 
 
The Commission, DG REGIO together with DG ENV, is also developing GPP criteria 
for waste water infrastructure.  The criteria will include a specific guidance on LCC.  
 
 
7. GPP criteria prioritisation 
 
The AG group held a detailed discussion on how to proceed with the creation of a 
priority list of product/service groups for which GPP guidance should be prepared in the 
next years. Earlier this year, DG ENV had requested Members to submit their priorities. 
15 members (12 Member States, Switzerland, Norway and the EEB) had responded. (See 
attachment with results.) Several Members felt that these choices must be underpinned 
by further evidence and argumentation. At the same time, it was acknowledged that 
launching a large scale prioritisation study would be very costly and that, due to a lack of 
data in MS, it would most likely not deliver robust results.  
 
Based on a discussion on the AG level and also in small-groups, it was decided to move 
forward in the following way: Each Member State should identify its own priorities by 
looking at the following parameters: public expenditure, environmental impact, 
improvement potential, possibility to influence the market, reputation, etc. This should be 
done by using the UNEP/DEFRA prioritisation tool.  
 
The UK will circulate some information in order to help Members better understand the 
UNEP/DEFRA tool. DG ENV will write an official letter to the MS about this exercise 
to give it more formality and weight. The outcome could already be discussed at the 
September AG meeting. In case Members have difficulties with operating the tool, the 
UK will make a presentation at the next meeting. Some Members also indicated that the 
shortlist that emerges as a result of this prioritisation exercise should still go through a 
2nd round of "negotiations" and feasibility check among Members. 
 
DG ENV also pointed out that expectations regarding the number of new product groups 
that can be addressed in the coming years need to be realistic, because resources are 
limited and that we need to reconcile GPP with Ecolabel needs. 
 
The UK and the Netherlands indicated some interest in taking the lead in developing EU 
GPP criteria for specific product groups. They would however not wish to go through a 
fully-fledged procedure along the lines of the JRC process. Instead, they suggested a 
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middle-way option, meaning to do it as a shared exercise between JRC and a Member 
State. 
 
8. Report from the Green7 + group meeting that took place on 10 May and 
discussion on its recommendations 
 
The Green7+ group held a meeting before the AG meeting and Mr Weidlich from the 
current G7 chair presented on a set of recommendations agreed upon by the group: 
 
1) The GPP AG would liaise with DG ENER's working group on energy efficiency and 
public procurement. DG ENV promised to get in touch with DG ENER. 
 
2) There was also a suggestion that procurers and procurement experts should be invited 
to AG meetings to share best practices and examples of cases that demonstrate the 
benefits of GPP.  
 
3) The involvement of PP experts in the criteria development process should also be 
facilitated. In order to encourage this, DG ENV will send out letters to Members with the 
work plan for the coming years and encouraging them to get more involved in the 
product groups (come to AHWG meetings, provide written feedback). DG ENV will also 
look into the question of reimbursement and translation.  
 
4) The "piloting" of criteria before final adoption by the Commission was also 
recommended. The AG could identify at an early stage public authorities who would try 
the criteria in a real procurement case. DG ENV will examine this issue but is concerned 
about the extra time this would add to criteria development. 
 
9. Study on the monitoring of the uptake of GPP in the 27 Member States   
 
CEPS presented the final results of the study (see presentation).  Several participants 
(UK, NL, FIN) were of the opinion that the questionnaire of the survey underlying the 
study should have been shorter and more simple in order to get more feedback from 
contracting authorities. It was suggested that asking for information about the last 
contract approved and not about also all the contracts in the last two years would have 
been the appropriate approach.  
 
10. Information on the public consultation on future GPP policies 
 
DG ENV referred to the public consultation that was conducted on sustainable 
production and consumption policies (including GPP) in the first half of 2012.  
The answers provided to the consultation were broadly supportive to the current GPP 
approach while it was underlined that EU GPP criteria should be improved. More 
guidance by providing more training, LCC tools and exchange of good practice were 
considered as useful to further the uptake of GPP by a large majority of the respondents. 
The responses are currently analysed and will be published on the following website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/escp_en.htm 
 
11. Any other business 
 
Upon request by DG ENV, it was agreed that the contact details of AG Members will not 
be given out in response to external enquires but that these enquiries will be forwarded 
on for data protection reasons.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/escp_en.htm
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Members furthermore expressed their support to holding the next GPP AG meeting in 
Malmö, Sweden, during the week of the Ecoprocura conference (19-21 September). DG 
ENV will shortly inform AG Members about the details.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


